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The study sample consisted of (300) relatives of a mentaly ill
individuals who are under treatment at Gaza Community Mental Health
Program clinics, with an average age (32.8) years, with standard
deviation (10.3) years, with males representing (45%), while female
representing (55%). The researcher used two tools, a measure of the
attitude towards mental illness and a measure of the level of religiosity,
he prepared these tools and confirmed their validity and reliability. He
used multiple statistical methods including: Recurrences, percentages, the
arithmetic average, standard deviation, the relative weight, Pearson
correlation coefficient, testing (T-test), and one way ANOVA.

Theresults of the study revealed the following:

The attitude towards the mental illness among relatives of a mentally ill
individuals is positive (65.6%), and that the level of religiosity is high
(93.5%). And that the greater the degree of religiosity, the more positive
attitude towards mental illness and vice versa. It has also been found that
individuals who obtained post-secondary diploma have a positive
tendency towards the mental illness more than those who have
preparatory level of education or less, it is also found that individuals
who obtained university degree and more, have a positive tendency
towards the mental illness more than those who have general secondary
and less. It is also found that with monthly income between (1201
shekels) and (2500 shekels) have positive attitude towards mental illness
more than those with monthly income less than (1200 shekels), while no
statistical differences between the other levels are noticed. And that there
was no statistical relationship between the attitude towards mental illness
among relatives of a mentally ill individuals and their age, sex and place
of residence.
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7. Are there any dstatistically significant differences in the attitude of
mental illness among relatives of a mentally ill individuals related to the
place of residence (city, camp, village)?

8. Are there any statistically significant differences in the attitude of
mental illness among relatives of a mentally ill individuals related to the
monthly per capita income (less than 1200 shekels, from 1201 - 2500
shekels, from 2501 - 3500 shekels shekels in 3501 and above)?

The study consists of 6 hypotheses asfollows:

First hypothesis:

There is no statistical relationship between the attitude towards mental
illness and level of religiosity among relatives of a mentally ill
individuals.

Second hypothesis:
There is no statistical relationship between the attitude towards mental
ilIness among relatives of a mentally ill individuals and their age.

Third hypothesis:

There is no statistically significant differences in the attitude of mental
iliness among relatives of a mentally ill individuals related to their sex
(male, female).

Fourth hypothesis:

There is no statistically significant differences in the attitude of mental
illness among relatives of a mentally ill individuals related to the
educational level.

Fifth hypothesis:

There is no statistically significant differences in the attitude of mental
ilIness among relatives of a mentally ill individuals related to the place of
residence (city, camp, village).

Sixth hypothesis:

There is no statistically significant differences in the attitude of mental
ilIness among relatives of a mentally ill individuals related to the monthly
per capita income (less than 1200 shekels, from 1201 - 2500 shekels,
from 2501 - 3500 shekels in 3501 and above).
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Abstract

The attitude towar ds mental illness in the Palestinian envir onment
and itsrelation to some other variables

Attitude is a group of perceptions, emotions and believes about an issue,
that lead the individuals behavior towards this issue ( i.e. positive or
negeative).

If the attitudes towards mental illness are wrong , it may have negative
consequences regarding the consuming of boi-psycho-social services and
wasting of possibilities available. The researcher believes that we have to
identify these attitude and study them carefully to have more
understanding about their psycho-social and historical roots, as a prelude
to work on them , placed and reduce or eliminate them.

The current study aims to investigate the relatives of a mentally ill
attitudes towards mental illness in the sight of some variables: religion,
age, sex, educational level, the location of housing and monthly family
income.

Problem and questions of study:

1. What is the nature of attitude towards mental illness among relatives of
amentally ill individuals in the Palestinian environment?

2. What level of religiosity among relatives of a mentally ill individuals
in the Palestinian environment?

3. Is there a statistical relationship between the attitude towards mental
illness and level of religiosity among relatives of a mentally ill
individuals?

4. Is there a statistical relationship between the attitude towards mental
ilIness among relatives of a mentally ill individuals and their age?

5. Are there any statistically significant differences in the attitude of
mental illness among relatives of a mentally ill individuals related to their
sex (male, female)?

6. Are there any statistically significant differences in the attitude of
mental illness among relatives of a mentally ill individuals related to the
educational level?

www.manaraa.com



